Cartoon Cool How To Draw The New
Retro Characters

Cartoon Cool: How to Draw the New Retro Characters Cartoon cool how to draw the new retro characters
has become a popular topic among aspiring artists and seasoned illustrators alike. The charm of retro characters
lies in their nostalgic appeal, vibrant personalities, and distinctive design elements that make them stand out. In
this comprehensive guide, we will explore the essential steps, tips, and techniques to help you create your own
captivating new retro characters with a modern twist. Whether you're an experienced artist or just starting out,
this article will provide the creative inspiration and practical advice needed to master the art of drawing retro-
inspired cartoons. Understanding the Retro Style in Modern Cartoons What Defines a Retro Cartoon Character?
Retro cartoon characters are typically inspired by the animation styles of the 1950s to 1980s, characterized by: -
Bold Lines: Thick outlines that give characters a striking presence. - Vivid Colors: Bright, contrasting palettes that
make characters pop. - Simplified Shapes: Use of geometric and exaggerated forms. - Expressive Features: Large
eyes, exaggerated facial expressions, and dynamic poses. - Nostalgic Elements: Vintage fashion, hairstyles, and
accessories. Why Create New Retro Characters? Designing new retro characters allows artists to: - Pay homage to
classic animation eras. - Bring a fresh perspective to vintage styles. - Develop unique characters that appeal to a
broad audience. - Experiment with combining old-school aesthetics with contemporary themes. Essential Tools
and Materials for Drawing Retro Characters Traditional Drawing Supplies - Pencils (HB, 2B, 4B) - Inking pens or
markers - Colored pencils or markers - Erasers and sharpeners - Quality sketchbooks or drawing paper Digital
Drawing Software and Devices - Graphic tablets (e.g., Wacom, Huion) - Digital art programs (e.g., Adobe
Photoshop, Clip Studio Paint, Procreate) - Stylus pens with pressure sensitivity Having the right tools can
streamline your creative process and help achieve the bold, vibrant look typical of retro cartoons. Step-by-Step
Guide to Drawing New Retro Characters Step 1: Concept and Character Design Start by brainstorming your
character's personality, backstory, and visual style. Consider: - The character’s occupation or role - Age, gender,
and personality traits - Influences from vintage cartoons or pop culture - Unique features that set your character
apart Create rough sketches to explore different poses, outfits, and facial expressions. This stage is crucial in
establishing the character’s identity. Step 2: Sketching the Basic Shapes Use simple geometric shapes to form the
foundation of your character: 1. Draw an oval or circle for the head. 2. Sketch the torso using a rounded rectangle
or oval. 3. Add guidelines for limbs—straight lines for arms and legs. 4. Incorporate a guideline for the character's
posture and action. Focus on proportions typical of retro characters, such as larger heads and expressive features.
Step 3: Refining the Outline Transform your basic shapes into more detailed outlines: - Define the character's
hairstyle, facial features, and clothing. - Use bold, clean lines to emphasize the retro aesthetic. - Exaggerate
certain features (like big eyes, wide smiles, or prominent accessories) to enhance expressiveness. Step 4: Adding
Retro Details Incorporate vintage elements to reinforce the retro style: - Classic hairstyles (pompadours, beehives,
feathered hair) - Retro fashion (poodle skirts, bell-bottoms, letterman jackets) - Vintage accessories (sunglasses,
hats, neckties) - Design motifs (geometric patterns, stripes, polka dots) These details add authenticity and charm
to your characters. Step 5: Coloring Your Retro Character Choose a color palette inspired by vintage cartoons: -
Bright primary colors (red, blue, yellow) - Pastel shades for a softer retro vibe - Use contrasting colors to make
features pop - Apply flat colors first, then add shading for depth Digital tools often allow for easy color
adjustments and experimentation. Step 6: Final Touches and Effects - Add highlights and shadows to give
dimension. - Use bold outlines or line weights to emphasize different parts. - Incorporate background elements or
props that match the retro theme. - Consider adding halftone dots or vintage textures for a nostalgic feel. Tips for
Creating Authentic Retro Characters Study Classic Cartoons Analyze characters from iconic cartoons like The
Jetsons, Scooby-Doo, The Flintstones, or Retro-inspired indie cartoons. Pay attention to: - Line work - Color
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schemes - Facial expressions - Poses and proportions Experiment with Different Styles Don’t be afraid to blend
influences or invent your own style. Mix elements from various eras to create something unique yet familiar. Use
Reference Materials Gather images of vintage fashion, advertisements, and animation frames. References help
you capture the authentic details and nuances of retro aesthetics. Practice Regularly Consistent practice improves
your drawing skills and helps you develop your signature retro character style. Common Mistakes to Avoid -
Overcomplicating designs; keep it simple and bold. - Ignoring the importance of expressive features. - Using
inconsistent line weights. - Neglecting color harmony. - Forgetting the retro theme while adding modern elements.
Bringing Your Retro Characters to Life Creating a Character Turnaround Draw your character from multiple
angles—front, side, back—to understand its structure fully. This is essential for animation or comic creation.
Developing Facial Expressions Practice drawing a range of expressions—happiness, surprise, anger—to showcase
your character’s personality. Designing Character Poses Experiment with dynamic poses that reflect your
character's attitude and energy. Retro characters often have exaggerated, lively stances. Showcasing and Sharing
Your Retro Creations Build a Portfolio Compile your best retro character designs into a portfolio, emphasizing
variety and consistency. Share on Social Media Platforms like Instagram, DeviantArt, and Pinterest are great for
showcasing your work and connecting with fellow artists. Participate in Art Challenges Join themed challenges to
push your creativity and gain exposure in the retro art community. Additional Resources for Learning - Online
tutorials on cartoon character design - Retro animation and illustration books - Video walkthroughs from
experienced artists - Art communities and forums for feedback and inspiration Conclusion Mastering the art of
drawing the new retro characters involves understanding the fundamental elements of vintage cartoon styles and
applying modern techniques to bring your characters to life. By studying classic influences, practicing
consistently, and experimenting with design details, you can create captivating characters that honor the
nostalgia while adding your own creative flair. Remember, the key to cartoon coolness lies in bold lines, vibrant
colors, and expressive personalities—so have fun and let your imagination run wild as you embark on your retro
cartoon drawing journey!

Cartoon Cool: How to Draw the New Retro Characters

In the ever-evolving world of animation and illustration, a fascinating trend has emerged that seamlessly blends
nostalgia with modern creativity: the resurgence of retro-style characters. From the vibrant hues of the 80s to the
minimalist charm of the 70s, the new wave of retro cartoon characters is captivating audiences and inspiring
artists worldwide. If you're eager to dive into this colorful universe and learn how to draw these captivating
characters, you've come to the right place. This article offers a comprehensive, step-by-step guide on mastering
the art of creating your own retro-inspired cartoon characters, combining technical insights with accessible tips to
help both beginners and seasoned illustrators elevate their craft.

Understanding the Retro Aesthetic in Modern Cartoons

Before jumping into the drawing process, it’s essential to grasp what defines the ‘retro’ aesthetic in contemporary
cartoons. Retro characters often evoke a sense of nostalgia, characterized by specific art styles, color schemes,
and design elements rooted in past decades.

Key Features of Retro Characters

1. Simplified Shapes and Lines: Retro characters often feature bold, clean outlines with minimal detail,
emphasizing iconic shapes.

2. Vibrant Color Palettes: Bright, saturated colors reminiscent of vintage posters and cartoons, often with
contrasting shades.

3. Distinctive Facial Features: Exaggerated eyes, expressive eyebrows, and simple mouths that convey emotion
effortlessly.

4. Stylized Clothing and Accessories: Outfits inspired by past fashion trends—think bell-bottoms, high-waisted



pants, or retro sunglasses.
5. Limited but Bold Detailing: Textures and shading are often minimal or stylized, enhancing the flat, graphic
appeal.

Why Retro Characters Are Popular Today

Modern creators embrace retro styles for their timeless appeal, versatility, and the ability to evoke emotional
connections. They tap into nostalgia while allowing for creative reinterpretation, making them perfect for
animation, comics, merchandise, and branding.

Essential Tools and Materials for Drawing Retro Cartoon Characters

To effectively craft your retro characters, you need the right tools. While digital illustration has become dominant,
traditional mediums still hold charm and utility.

Digital Tools

1. Graphics Tablet and Stylus: Devices like Wacom tablets or iPads with Apple Pencil facilitate precise, layered
work.

2. Hlustration Software: Programs such as Adobe Illustrator, Photoshop, Clip Studio Paint, or Procreate offer
versatile tools for drawing, coloring, and shading.

3. Custom Brushes: Use or create brushes that mimic retro textures—grainy, halftone, or flat fills.

Traditional Materials

Pencils: HB, 2B, or 4B for sketching.
Inking Pens: Fine liners or brush pens for bold outlines.
Markers and Colored Pencils: For vibrant coloring and shading.
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Paper: Smooth Bristol or marker paper to achieve clean lines.
Step-by-Step Guide to Drawing Retro Cartoon Characters

Creating your retro character involves a blend of fundamental drawing skills and stylistic choices. Here’s a
detailed walkthrough:

1. Concept and Design Planning

Start with a clear idea. Think about the character’s personality, age, and role. Sketch thumbnails to explore
different poses, expressions, and outfits.

Research vintage references. Look at cartoons, posters, and comics from the target era (e.g., 70s, 80s) to capture
authentic design elements.

Create a character sheet. Outline facial features, clothing, accessories, and color schemes.
1. Constructing Basic Shapes

Begin with simple geometric forms. Use circles, ovals, rectangles, and triangles to establish the character’s basic
structure.

1. The head is often a circle or oval.
2. The body can be constructed with elongated rectangles or cylinders.
3. Limbs are simplified into tubes or elongated shapes.

Proportion and exaggeration. Retro characters often feature stylized proportions—large heads, small bodies, or
exaggerated limbs—to enhance expressiveness.
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1. Refining the Sketch
Add details gradually. Once the basic shapes are in place, sketch facial features, clothing, and accessories.

Focus on expressive features. Eyes should be large and expressive, with bold eyebrows. Mouth shapes can vary to
reflect emotions.

Keep lines loose. This stage is for experimentation—don’t worry about perfection yet.
1. Inking and Outlining
Choose a bold, clean line style. Retro cartoons favor thick outlines that define the character sharply.

Use varied line weights. Thicker lines on the outer contours and thinner lines for internal details add depth and
visual interest.

Inking techniques:

1. Digital inking with vector brushes for crisp lines.
2. Traditional inking with fine liners or brush pens.

Tips:

1. Maintain consistent spacing.
2. Avoid unnecessary overlaps or wobbling lines.

1. Coloring with Retro Vibes

Select a vibrant color palette. Use colors characteristic of the era you’re emulating—think neon pinks, electric
blues, or earthy tones.

Apply flat colors first. Fill in different areas, keeping within the lines.

Add stylized shading. Use simple shadows with minimal gradient, or employ halftone patterns for texture.
Consider color blocking. Use contrasting colors to emphasize key features and accessories.

1. Adding Retro Effects and Details

Textures and patterns. Incorporate halftones, polka dots, or stripes to add authenticity.

Background elements. Use geometric shapes, gradients, or retro motifs to enhance the scene.

Final touches: Highlights on hair, reflections in eyes, or accessories can add personality.

Tips for Mastering Retro Character Design

1. Study classic cartoons and comics. Analyze their line work, color schemes, and character proportions.

2. Practice exaggeration. Play with proportions and facial expressions to capture the lively spirit of retro
characters.

3. Experiment with color palettes. Create your own vintage-inspired color schemes.

4. Keep your sketches loose. Don’t be afraid to iterate; the best designs often emerge from multiple drafts.

5. Use references. Photographs, vintage posters, and animation frames are invaluable sources.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

1. Overcomplicating designs. Simplicity is key in retro styles—focus on bold shapes and colors.
2. Ignoring proportion rules. Exaggeration is part of the style, but maintain consistency.
3. Choosing inappropriate colors. Stay true to the era’s palettes to evoke authenticity.



4. Neglecting line quality. Uniform line weights can flatten the design; vary lines for depth.
Bringing Your Retro Characters to Life

Once your character is complete, consider how they fit into a story or scene. Retro characters often thrive in
dynamic poses—jumping, dancing, or striking a confident stance.

Creating a Scene or Pose

1. Sketch action lines to convey movement.
2. Use expressive facial expressions.
3. Incorporate background elements that match the vintage aesthetic.

Sharing Your Work

1. Use social media platforms dedicated to art, such as Instagram or DeviantArt.
2. Participate in challenges or themed prompts to hone your skills.
3. Consider creating a series to showcase different characters or styles.

Conclusion

Drawing the new retro characters is both an exciting artistic journey and a way to connect with a rich visual
history. By understanding the core features of retro aesthetics, mastering fundamental drawing techniques, and
adding your creative flair, you can craft characters that resonate with nostalgia while feeling fresh and vibrant.
Remember, the key lies in practice, experimentation, and embracing the playful spirit of vintage cartoons.
Whether you aim to create compelling characters for animation, comics, or simply as personal projects, the world
of retro cartoon design offers endless possibilities for expression and innovation. So pick up your tools, immerse
yourself in the style, and start drawing your own cartoon cool creations today.

Questions & Answers About cartoon cool how to draw the
new retro characters

No Question Answer

1 What are the key features to focus on | Focus on bold lines, simplified shapes, vibrant colors, and
when drawing new retro cartoon exaggerated facial expressions to capture the retro cartoon style
characters? while adding modern twists.

2 How can I combine modern art Incorporate digital shading, dynamic poses, and contemporary
techniques with classic retro cartoon | color palettes while maintaining the signature thick outlines and
styles? playful proportions characteristic of retro cartoons.

3 What tools and materials are best for | Use digital drawing tablets with software like Procreate or
drawing new retro cartoon Photoshop for flexibility, or traditional tools like ink pens,
characters? markers, and colored pencils for a hand-drawn vintage feel.

4 Are there any specific steps to create [ Start with sketching basic shapes, define exaggerated features,
a retro-inspired character from add distinctive clothing or accessories, then refine outlines and
scratch? color the character using vibrant, contrasting colors typical of
retro styles.

5 How do I give my retro characters a Introduce contemporary elements like current fashion trends,
modern twist without losing their diverse character designs, or digital effects, while keeping the
nostalgic charm? classic exaggerated expressions and simplified forms intact.
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6 Where can I find tutorials or
resources to learn how to draw retro
cartoon characters?

Explore online platforms like YouTube, Skillshare, and DeviantArt
for step-by-step tutorials, and follow artists who specialize in retro
cartoon art for inspiration and techniques.

cartoon drawing, retro characters, how to draw cartoons, cool character design, vintage cartoon art, comic style

illustration, step-by-step drawing, nostalgic character creation, animated character tutorial, retro art techniques
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